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LESSON 50: Writing Descriptive Texts
i
A

,# Descriptive writing is a very powerful tool because it
i @ . .

S brings words to life and transports readers to places,
e moments or experiences through vivid language and
sensory details.

Descriptive writing serves several important purposes:

e Visualization: Imagine reading a story where you can almost taste the salty sea air, feel
a rough, sandy beach under your feet, see a bright sunset, hear the waves crashing, and
smell the ocean breeze—all without leaving your chair. That’s what descriptive writing
does; it uses words to create a vivid picture in your mind, letting you experience places
and things through your senses.

 Engagement: Descriptive writing is about choosing the right details that make the story
or text more interesting and fun to read. It’s like being a director of a movie where you
get to create the scene that draws the audience in.

« Enhancement of Narrative: When you’re telling a story, descriptive writing helps set
the scene. It makes the places and people in your story feel real and important. If you’re
writing about a haunted house, describing the creaky floors, the chilling wind, and the
faint whispers can make your story spooky and more engaging.

Descriptive writing isn’t just for stories. You can use it in lots of different ways:

» In stories (narratives): It helps make the settings and characters come alive.

e In explaining things (expository writing): It can help explain things more clearly by
giving concrete examples that you can picture in your mind.

e In trying to convince someone (persuasive writing): It can make your argument
stronger by getting your readers to feel emotions or visualize situations that support
your point.

e In poems or personal journals: It makes your writing more expressive and impactful,
letting others see and feel what you do.

Activity 1: On the following page, you'll read a vivid description of the Grand

B, —— Canyon. While reading:

] 1.Observe Sensory Details: Notice descriptions of visual, auditory, and tactile

elements.
2.l1dentify Descriptive Techniques: Look for adjectives, metaphors, and
similes that highlight the canyon's vastness and beauty.

After Reading: Complete the questions that follow.
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Reading Comprehension 2: Descriptive Text
The Majestic Grand Canyon

The Grand Canyon, located in Arizona, is one of the most magnificent natural wonders of
the world. Stretching over 277 miles long, up to 18 miles wide, and a mile deep, it offers
breathtaking views that leave visitors in awe. The canyon's immense size and intricate
landscape make it a popular destination for tourists and adventurers alike.

The walls of the Grand Canyon are adorned with layers of red rock, each telling a story of
millions of years of geological history. As the sun rises and sets, the colors of the canyon walls
shift dramatically, creating a spectacular display of oranges, reds, and purples. This natural
phenomenon is a result of the varying mineral content in the rock layers and the angle of
the sunlight.

Visitors to the Grand Canyon can explore numerous trails that wind through its rugged
terrain. One of the most popular trails is the Bright Angel Trail, which offers stunning views
and a challenging hike. Along the way, hikers might encounter diverse wildlife, including
mule deer, California condors, and various species of reptiles.

The Colorado River, which carved out the Grand Canyon over millions of years, flows
serenely at the bottom of the canyon. Rafting trips along the river provide an exhilarating
way to experience the canyon's beauty from a different perspective. The river's rapids offer
both thrilling adventures and moments of peaceful reflection.

Standing at the edge of the canyon, hiking its trails, or rafting its river, visitors are constantly

reminded of the Grand Canyon's grandeur and the powerful forces of nature that created
it.

% Questions:

1. What is the primary purpose of the 2. In the context of the passage, what does
passage? the word "immense" most closely mean?
a) To describe the scenic beauty and attractions a) Tiny

of the Grand Canyon b) Ordinary

b) To provide a historical account of the Grand ¢) Enormous

Canyon d) Unattractive

c) To explain the geological formation of the
Grand Canyon
d) To discuss the wildlife in the Grand Canyon
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3. How does the passage describe the
changing colors of the canyon walls?

a) As a result of seasonal changes

b) Due to varying weather conditions

c) Affected by human activities

d) Caused by different times of day and mineral
content

4. The passage describes the Bright Angel
Trail as offering "stunning views and a
challenging hike." What can be inferred
about the intended experience for hikers on
this trail based on this description?

a) The trail is primarily for inexperienced hikers
looking for an easy walk.

b) Hikers on this trail should be prepared for
both beautiful scenery and a physically
demanding journey.

c) The Bright Angel Trail is the only trail that
offers scenic views in the Grand Canyon.

d) Visitors are likely to avoid this trail due to its
challenging nature.

5. What role does the Colorado River play in
the context of the passage?

a) It is the primary source of water for the area.
b) It is a feature that adds to the adventure and
scenic beauty of the canyon.

c) It is a threat to the stability of the canyon.

d) It is the habitat for most of the wildlife.

=

6. What can be inferred about the Grand
Canyon's appeal to visitors?

a) It offers a variety of activities that cater to
different interests.

b) Itis only popular during certain seasons.

c) It primarily attracts geologists and scientists.
d) It is a difficult place to access and visit.

7. The phrase "serenely at the bottom of the
canyon" suggests that the Colorado River:
a) Flows gently and peacefully

b) Is rough and dangerous

c) Is shallow and dry

d) Flows rapidly and noisily

8. Based on the passage, what is the
significance of the geological layers of the
Grand Canyon?

a) They are a source of precious minerals.

b) They provide evidence of ancient civilizations.
c) They indicate volcanic activity.

d) They reveal the Earth's geological history.

?:’5 Activity 2: Now that you've completed the questions, let's delve into the elements

/

| f/ that make descriptive writing engaging and captivating.

On the following page, you will find a Descriptive Writing Template. This template will guide
you in writing a vivid description of a subject of your choice. After reviewing the contents of
the template, select one of the following subjects and compose a vivid and engaging
description:

2. Sunset at the Seaside Promenade
4. Winter's Touch on the Sleepy Mountain Village

21}

1. Midnight in the Enchanted Forest
3. A Day at the Bustling City Market



ELEMENT DESCRIPTION YOUR IDEAS and EXAMPLES
Identify the main EXAMPLES:
Subject subject of your The Grand Canyon, an old city
description. park, a bustling market)
Descrl.be thg loca'Flon EXAMPLES:
. and time, including .
Setting Sunrise at the Grand Canyon, a
any relevant . .
. . rainy afternoon in the park
environmental details.
Atmosphere Convey the mood or EXAMPLES:
P feeling of the place. mysterious, vibrant, peaceful
EXAMPLES:
e Sight: red and purple hues
of the canyon walls
Detail sensory e Sound: echoes of the river
. iptions fi h e Touch: h fth
Sensory Details descriptions for eac ouch: rough texture of the

sense: sight, sound,
touch, taste, smell.

rock

e Smell: fresh scent of the
river

e Taste (where applicable):
crisp, tasty flavor

Figurative Language

Use metaphors,
similes,
personification, etc., to
enrich the description.

EXAMPLES:

e Simile: The river snaked
through the canyon like a
silver thread.

e Personification: The old
house groaned under the
weight of the winter snow,
its windows blinking
against the fierce wind.

Unique Details

Include any distinctive
features or details that
stand out.

EXAMPLES:
The unusual shape of the rocks,
the color of the sky at dusk
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Lesson 47 Activity 2.

Coarse | Course

1. She signed up for a short course in digital
marketing.

2. The towels were made from a very coarse material.

Affect | Effect

3. The effect of the new policy on employee morale
was noticeable immediately.

4. The new manager's leadership style will affect the
team's performance.

Capital / Capitol

5. The startup is seeking additional capital to fund its
expansion.

6. The protest took place outside the state capitol
building.

Accept | Except

7. He decided to accept the job offer after much
consideration.

8. All students, except John, must submit their essays
by Friday.

Complement /| Compliment

9. He received a compliment on his new haircut.

10. The chef used fresh herbs to complement the
flavors in the dish.

Principle / Principal

11. The scientist refused to compromise his principle
during the debate.

12. The principal of the school is retiring at the end of
the year.

Stationary | Stationery

13. She wrote her thank-you notes on personalized
stationery.

14. The artwork should remain stationary to avoid
damage.

Lesson 47 Activity 4.

Desert | Dessert

1. Many animals have adapted to survive in the harsh
desert conditions.

2. Chocolate cake is her favorite dessert after dinner.

Elicit / lllicit

3. The speaker's question was meant to elicit a
reaction from the audience.

4. They were arrested for trading illicit substances.

Ensure | Insure

5. He decided to insure his car against theft.

6. Please double-check the figures to ensure accuracy
in the report.
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Further | Farther

7. Is the parking lot much farther from here?

8. This study aims to further our understanding of
climate change.

Precede |/ Proceed

9. Please proceed to the next chapter after completing
the exercises.

10. The opening remarks will precede the award
ceremony.

Device | Devise

11. You can track your daily steps with this small
wearable device.

12. We need to devise a strategy to improve our sales
numbers.

Lesson 47 Activity 5.

1. a) devise 8. a) ensure

2. b) affect 9. b) coarse

3. b) precede 10. b) elicit

4. a) complemented 11. b) illicit

5. b) further 12. b) dessert
6. a) principle 13. a) stationary
7. a) except

Lesson 49: Reading Comprehension 1
(Narrative Text)

1. ¢) Exhilarated - The passage describes Noah's excitement
and awe upon finding the map.

2. b) Old and worn-out.

3. b) It was less likely to attract attention - The passage
states the boat was chosen for its inconspicuousness.

4. c) Adverse weather conditions - The passage describes
the vicious North Sea and the perils faced.

5. ¢) They were suspicious and unwelcoming - The passage
notes the residents' hostility towards Noah and the skipper.
6. b) Highlight the dangers and challenges of the quest - The
description emphasizes the difficulty and risks involved.

7. c) Beautiful - "Exquisite” is used to describe the valuable
and attractive nature of the treasure.

8. a) He was overwhelmed by the sheer quantity of gold and
jewels - The passage describes the treasure as beyond their
wildest dreams.

9. b) Transporting the treasure out of the cavern - The next
challenge mentioned is transporting the treasure.

10. d) It involves a quest with significant challenges and a
valuable reward - The passage follows the adventure
narrative structure with a clear quest and challenges.



More About This Book



Easy to follow

Lessons

LESS0N 19: The Single and Douhle <1~ Enle 1: if the last syllable of the word, where the <1° sits, & stressed
wiliedy s ki, then double e T when sdding endings like =grg”
HEwE yous aver Srarsdl yoersed purziee over ekschar in drokle
wher, ki uafism Lo “4ng" aud o7 Yaurs
A

S0, Whary the desl with doubbig 180 "I This dsctuar aben [epess
writer and can seen Bke i mirer deial o shi beeg aad i beer can - compexting
o MERALCAR] DRl Wheber o word Sl £ T dependsn 5 Fepells

Trwr oy b, wiklch morll exphocs b belp cloar wp sy e naiary E xpeliing
Baken diving i the ey mubes far using 2 desble 4% or saghe 1° e mwal i rebelling
ikl smrese. Gyl areo—ihe snphosks placed on & partioalar syilabie 7 propeliing J /

werd—is CTUCL (o RAFiGLIIRY TR AN RIS KATMTE W) e extolling
e whwether 1a dcarke she 1 - ar ="

ghen e 3
pllainkes in the-re gan of this besk . -
1T pra're umsare of arvy ward defln i in i s, refer b Dhe gosan ol de ond of 3 B F i in1

ihis Iesaa.

Lét's Wrain our sars is recogrize diflerers rplabie gresss o woers, lipig de

srivarshvark far endersanding or nen speling rale i

= o vl - SCAM-Gel) - Sirvws o chie it splabie
traveling

= Comirol - fonm TR « Sres an (heseoen sylabie | canceling

labeding F .

= Febel - n ML a5 0 vert- Saress oo e weond sylabie,

= Labal- {LA bl - Srwm on ihe firs syl

= Channel - HHAR je] - Bireis on (e Dra il \
= Arrhel | Lr-MIV-al- Saress o the seconod oy ek,

= Bsciial - fre-CTall - Sirems an the seoond syllable

= Travel - [TRAY-#D - Sirésd am e lrs spBabie,

49

Language Arts Curriculum
Natasha Attard Ph.D

Spelling Lessons and Spelling Practice Activities

. N Activity 1: Study the images provided, which illustrate varieus Lati
LESSON 40: Greek and Latin Roots ﬁ rools along with example words undemeath soch \;:’n::: h::

close attention o the Lofin root and how it forms the basis for the

! # The srudy of word arigins is ... = meaning of eoch example word. This exercise will help you
fascinating. 1t helps s = vnderstand the connection between Lofin rocts and their English
wnderstamd  how  ancient i

languages, like Greek and

Latin, have shaped the words #?

W use every day.
What are Roots? 5
I the context of language, & “rooi”™ ks .'.
the most basic part of a word, carrying
ihe core meaning. Think ol & root as the
foundation upon which words are buili. By adding pl’E[I.‘M‘i and. sucl'lh.h 1] |:|||_"\.( Foals, we
can create new words with related meanings. Roots often come from anchens langusges like
Greek and Latin, and they form the budlding blecks of many words in the English language
and othir Languages.

The Conmection to the English

Greek and Latin were the languages of scholars, scientists, and theologians for many
eerturies. As a result, many English words, especially in academic, schentific, and technical
fedds, have their arigins in Greek and Latis, Understanding these roots helps us decipher the
meanings of unfamiliar words and enhances our vocabulary.

Why is it Impartant 1o study Greek and Latin Root Words?

Learning Groek and Latin roots allows you to understand and use a broader range of words.

Far example, knowing that "bic™ means life (from Greek) helps you understand words like

“bialogy” (the study of Life) and “hingraphy™ {a writien acoount of someone’s life). When you Scrib, Seript
encounier REW of complex words, recognizing familiar roois cam help you imfer their

meanings. which i particularly wseful in ocodemdc reading smd standardized tests.

Additionally, understanding roots can ail in spelling and proauncistion: for instance,

knowing the root “scrib® or “seript® (to write, from Latin) helps you spell and proneunce

wards like “describe,” “manuscripd,” and *inscription” correcily. .

Connections o Other Languages
Many modern languages, such as Spanish, French, and Halian, also
have rots in Latin. Learndng these roots can provide a foundation for

;':‘“‘15""\5 other languages, making it casier io learn and understamd
.
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Writing Structured Essays

LESSON 49: Writing Narrative Texts

What ie a narrative text? In essence, 8 narrative e

recounts a stery in which the central characer, known

s Ehee ijnhl,‘ faces a challenge. It describes the

actions taken by the protagonist, how they dealt with

this challenge, and whether or not they were successful .
in overcoming it

Typically, when you write a story, you aim for i to be read by others. You strive to make
youir gary engaging and captivating. But how can we wrile 8 story that truly resonates? We
st sedect words that enable the reader 1o “visualize™ the story unfolding in their
imagination amd to empathize with the protagonists experiences. Thiz is achieved by
employing descriptive language that vividly captures the seming. the ewens, the
proagonists feclings, and the emotions being expressed.

What are the main aims of narrative writing?
+ Tell a Story: Narrative writing irvalves telling a story, which may be based omn real-life
evenis or be entirely fictional. It unfolds over time and concludes with a resolwiion,
whether its overcoming a challenge, finding a solution, or even experiencing a ragedy

Develop Characiers: The characiers in your siory should feel real to the reader. Each
character should have a distinet personality, compleie with emotions, beliefs, and
opinions. Throughowt the story, these characiers should undergo development or
EI'WHI..

Create Atmosphere and Secting: The sering is where and when your story takes place,
providing the backdrop againgt which the drama unfolds. Effective narratives paint
vivid workds that envelop the reader, allowing them to immerse themselves in another
life or environment

Convey a Theme or Message: Greal narratives often carry underlying themes or
messages that resonate with the reader. These themes provide deeper [nsights imo ife,
society, or human natre.

Evoke Emotioms: A compelling stary evolies the readers emetions—joy. sadness.
excilement, or fear—and establishes an emotional connection. This emational
engagement is crucial in keeping the reader invested in the story.

How do we begin writing a story? Writing a story involves two distiner phases: (1) the
planning phase and (i) the writing phase. During the planning phase, you determine the
tithe, the setting. the main characters, and the narrator of the story. In the writing phase, you
cancenirale an gradually developing the narrative.

Below, you will see a table designed to assist you during the planning phase of your
narrative. This table outlines the essential eloments to consider while planning your story.
We will discuss rhe writing phase and its correspending table after we have completed the
reading comprehension exercise and its analysis,

bl
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Story Planning Table

ELEMENT DESCRIFTION DETAILS TO CONSIDER

Decide on a vite that What does the titke reveal about
captures the essence of your the story? Does i inirigue the
story. reader?

Henw does the setting influence
the Mory? What mood or
atmasphere does it create?

Determing where and when
the story takes place.

Whiat are thelr personalithes,
mativations, and roles in tho
story? How will they evalve?

Identify the protagenist and
other central characters.

Wil it I first-person ar third-
person? How does this chaice
impact the story's presentation®

Chosose th TANN OF poiint
of view for the story

‘What are the key conflicts?
Crutline the major events How will the siory progress
and sequence. towards the climax and
resolutbon?

tlﬁl\'\‘h 1: On the next poge. you'll read o tory obeul Noah's ques! for o lost
pirate’s irecsure, This activity has wa goals:

= | Observe Momolive Elements: Molice how narofive elements ke
e character, tetting, and plol ore inkegrated wiikin the slory.
& Tarst Compr lan: Aniwed Hons 1o aisess your understonding of the
slory,

How o Frocesd:
* While Reading: Focus on naw th shony develeps prograisvily.

= Afer Beoding: Compieie e proviced questions about e tors detals
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Reading Comprehension: Familiarization with Standardized Tests

Compi lon 1: H
The Last Treasure of Blockbeoed

Hoah had sgsant yeors searching for the lobled map of Blockbeond's Treasare. His rakanites
apotrdl bl finally kad R 10 & remate, obandone-a oid pub in Yornshing, Ergied I wos hene,
ornidst e dust and cobeebe, hot! he unsaihed Bs arden! parchment. His heort raced
with exhilaration i Ma uniolded the map, reveoling fat the legendary trecies wioi Bured
an e remobe Scofih dand of Fair e, The infricobs debails ond aged ink filled bim with
v, knoredng Fid 'wids on tha Drink of an exoondinony ciECowarny.

Disharmingd ha claim e Breasure, Moah hined  fishing boo! ond o seasoned e 1o loke
i 1o Foir Ide_ The boal, chidsn 1of i inCOnspicuou oppsaronce and plain image, wos
ol faned ned pariculany sale. As they venSuned Infio the viclous Norh Seq, the boal’s oge
become painfully aoparent, The jourrey wat perlous; ihey bollied iowsring waves and
Rrci winds, losing sevenal bogs of essential supplies overcoord. Daspibe Hhe dongar and
i il il v, MOEI'S chi TR NG Hon nal wir e

Ugzan reaching Foir ke, Noch ard B skipper wene ened silh hoaSiey from ihe isand’s smol
popukotion of orly 88 residents. Undshemad, they began their azcent of the klords sheep
rreaUrioin, kncredreg o theie peins lay an ihe ol Gice, The climb was anducui. and e
dascenl an e cills loce was even mone ineocheous. Af los, they reached the covemn
ndicated on the map, locing further dongeey as ey descended ino i dork deph. ingide
e meaunicin, ihey conefuity folowsd She map's girecions, finaty arving of the spot whese
ey el Begin digging.

For bao exhausling doyi, Mooh and the skippaer 1oied, i
effos Bnoly reworced of they acovensd Bockbsards
Imaure. Tha dighl that grasled them was beyord i
wildest drgams. The covem vwos Mad wilh gold amaments
and gittenrg lewals. soch plece mare exguisie hon the
ksl The inscriure’s evstimaned vakue was slogpgesng, unning
Indo millisrs of colan, Mooh and the sdpper could hosdly
bodigre M dyid, Ihe culmingiion of Mok felong quest
#hining keightly befars Ihem

e Structuring and Writing Essays

o Familiarization with Standardized Tests

A e
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y -

L Based o the tirst paragragh, which waond
st describas Noah's feelings upon finding
the map?

&) Apaihedc

b)) Ersappoinbed

cp Exhiaratnd

) Waliterere

2. The phrase “ncanspicutus dppiaiand
ared pladn image” in the context of the
passage suggests that the fishing bom was:
a) Lusurous and wel-maintained

I 8 il -t

£} Highly wsible and decorabed

)y Modem and s ed

3. Why did Noah and the skipper choose an
el fishing Baal far Bhiir jcumey b Fair lle?
a) ltwas e fastest cobon svalabie.

by It wais bess katy 10 GG all A

c} I vk the ehiapenst npson meaiabie

d} it was the onky boat capaile of making 1he
journey.

4, Which of the Tollewing best describes the
pEimary challenge Noah and the skipper
aced during their sea journey?

) Lack of nanigation squipment

by Hoslie sea creatunes

€} Achverse waalher condions

o) Matchanical whune of te hase

B. What can be inferred abost the residents.
& Fair sk Bised on their recapsion of Mosh
aned ihe skipper?

) Thesy wene ganeaty mendly 10 visioes

B Thesy wane inditieient 1 stangers

) Theey veewe susgicious and urwlcoming

) Theey winne #ages io help veasune huntens

Purchase on Amazon

6. The austhor describes the mountsin ol
aned dEscen 1o the e in order jo:

&) Emphissizn W beauty of the island

B Baghight the dangers and chalenges of the
GuAsE

£} Duscribe tha geoiogicnl faanies of the siand
o) Esplnim ity Moah chose s panicule e

7. i thi context of the passage, the weornd
SEEgUis te" mon ChBEy mean:

&) Plaan

) Uigly

) Bt

) Comman

B Which of the follceing stasemnents can be
concluded irem Kawh's reaction apon
discovering the freasure™

&) He was oanwhe b by the sheer quansty of
ol e s

b) Hi was deappoingd by tha sl soe of the
e

) Hr wis uninenesing in the vakes of the
vERsUE,

) Hi wides i Sl how 10 ITANSRHoN
LT

A, What is the next major chaliangs Nash
anticipates mfer finding the traasurs?

&) Fining & Buysr ke 1 Irdasusa

b} Transporing the reasue ol of the cavern
&) Deecipharing ancthes mag

o} Convincing the nesidenss 1o Feip Bim

10 Moy doses: the passage exemplify thi
Elemninia of & nasmative adveniure story™

a) N ocuses on the scentific assects of irensure
Huring

b} H geacrbes eviryday lite on For sk

€] & deinis the hstorical backgioind of
Bk

d} i imvenives o quest wath sigrilizam challenges
ng & vilualin iewand
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