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Descriptive writing serves several important purposes:

Visualization: Imagine reading a story where you can almost taste the salty sea air, feel
a rough, sandy beach under your feet, see a bright sunset, hear the waves crashing, and
smell the ocean breeze—all without leaving your chair. That’s what descriptive writing
does; it uses words to create a vivid picture in your mind, letting you experience places
and things through your senses.

Engagement: Descriptive writing is about choosing the right details that make the story
or text more interesting and fun to read. It’s like being a director of a movie where you
get to create the scene that draws the audience in.

Enhancement of Narrative: When you’re telling a story, descriptive writing helps set
the scene. It makes the places and people in your story feel real and important. If you’re
writing about a haunted house, describing the creaky floors, the chilling wind, and the
faint whispers can make your story spooky and more engaging.

Descriptive writing isn’t just for stories. You can use it in lots of different ways:
In stories (narratives): It helps make the settings and characters come alive.
In explaining things (expository writing): It can help explain things more clearly by
giving concrete examples that you can picture in your mind.
In trying to convince someone (persuasive writing): It can make your argument
stronger by getting your readers to feel emotions or visualize situations that support
your point.
In poems or personal journals: It makes your writing more expressive and impactful,
letting others see and feel what you do.

LESSON 50: Writing Descriptive Texts
Descriptive writing is a very powerful tool because it
brings words to life and transports readers to places,
moments or experiences through vivid language and
sensory details.

Activity 1: On the following page, you'll read a vivid description of the Grand
Canyon. While reading:

1.Observe Sensory Details: Notice descriptions of visual, auditory, and tactile
elements.

2. Identify Descriptive Techniques: Look for adjectives, metaphors, and
similes that highlight the canyon's vastness and beauty.

After Reading: Complete the questions that follow.



Reading Comprehension 2: Descriptive Text

The Majestic Grand Canyon

The Grand Canyon, located in Arizona, is one of the most magnificent natural wonders of
the world. Stretching over 277 miles long, up to 18 miles wide, and a mile deep, it offers
breathtaking views that leave visitors in awe. The canyon's immense size and intricate
landscape make it a popular destination for tourists and adventurers alike.

The walls of the Grand Canyon are adorned with layers of red rock, each telling a story of
millions of years of geological history. As the sun rises and sets, the colors of the canyon walls
shift dramatically, creating a spectacular display of oranges, reds, and purples. This natural
phenomenon is a result of the varying mineral content in the rock layers and the angle of
the sunlight.

Visitors to the Grand Canyon can explore numerous trails that wind through its rugged
terrain. One of the most popular trails is the Bright Angel Trail, which offers stunning views
and a challenging hike. Along the way, hikers might encounter diverse wildlife, including
mule deer, California condors, and various species of reptiles.

The Colorado River, which carved out the Grand Canyon over millions of years, flows
serenely at the bottom of the canyon. Rafting trips along the river provide an exhilarating
way to experience the canyon's beauty from a different perspective. The river's rapids offer
both thrilling adventures and moments of peaceful reflection.

Standing at the edge of the canyon, hiking its trails, or rafting its river, visitors are constantly
reminded of the Grand Canyon's grandeur and the powerful forces of nature that created
it.

Questions:

1. What is the primary purpose of the
passage?
a) To describe the scenic beauty and attractions
of the Grand Canyon 
b) To provide a historical account of the Grand
Canyon
c) To explain the geological formation of the
Grand Canyon
d) To discuss the wildlife in the Grand Canyon

2. In the context of the passage, what does
the word "immense" most closely mean?
a) Tiny
b) Ordinary
c) Enormous
d) Unattractive



3. How does the passage describe the
changing colors of the canyon walls?
a) As a result of seasonal changes
b) Due to varying weather conditions
c) Affected by human activities
d) Caused by different times of day and mineral
content 

4. The passage describes the Bright Angel
Trail as offering "stunning views and a
challenging hike." What can be inferred
about the intended experience for hikers on
this trail based on this description?
a) The trail is primarily for inexperienced hikers
looking for an easy walk.
b) Hikers on this trail should be prepared for
both beautiful scenery and a physically
demanding journey.
c) The Bright Angel Trail is the only trail that
offers scenic views in the Grand Canyon.
d) Visitors are likely to avoid this trail due to its
challenging nature.

5. What role does the Colorado River play in
the context of the passage?
a) It is the primary source of water for the area.
b) It is a feature that adds to the adventure and
scenic beauty of the canyon.
c) It is a threat to the stability of the canyon.
d) It is the habitat for most of the wildlife.

6. What can be inferred about the Grand
Canyon's appeal to visitors?
a) It offers a variety of activities that cater to
different interests. 
b) It is only popular during certain seasons.
c) It primarily attracts geologists and scientists.
d) It is a difficult place to access and visit.

7. The phrase "serenely at the bottom of the
canyon" suggests that the Colorado River:
a) Flows gently and peacefully
b) Is rough and dangerous
c) Is shallow and dry
d) Flows rapidly and noisily

8. Based on the passage, what is the
significance of the geological layers of the
Grand Canyon?
a) They are a source of precious minerals.
b) They provide evidence of ancient civilizations.
c) They indicate volcanic activity.
d) They reveal the Earth's geological history.

Activity 2: Now that you've completed the questions, let's delve into the elements
that make descriptive writing engaging and captivating.

On the following page, you will find a Descriptive Writing Template. This template will guide
you in writing a vivid description of a subject of your choice. After reviewing the contents of
the template, select one of the following subjects and compose a vivid and engaging
description:

1. Midnight in the Enchanted Forest            2. Sunset at the Seaside Promenade
3. A Day at the Bustling City Market            4. Winter’s Touch on the Sleepy Mountain Village



ELEMENT DESCRIPTION YOUR IDEAS and EXAMPLES

Subject
Identify the main
subject of your
description.

EXAMPLES:
The Grand Canyon, an old city

park, a bustling market)

Setting

Describe the location
and time, including

any relevant
environmental details.

EXAMPLES:
Sunrise at the Grand Canyon, a

rainy afternoon in the park

Atmosphere
Convey the mood or
feeling of the place.

EXAMPLES:
mysterious, vibrant, peaceful

Sensory Details

Detail sensory
descriptions for each
sense: sight, sound,
touch, taste, smell.

EXAMPLES:
Sight: red and purple hues
of the canyon walls
Sound: echoes of the river
Touch: rough texture of the
rock
Smell: fresh scent of the
river
Taste (where applicable):
crisp, tasty flavor

Figurative Language

Use metaphors,
similes,

personification, etc., to
enrich the description.

EXAMPLES:
Simile: The river snaked
through the canyon like a
silver thread.
Personification: The old
house groaned under the
weight of the winter snow,
its windows blinking
against the fierce wind.

Unique Details
Include any distinctive
features or details that

stand out.

EXAMPLES:
The unusual shape of the rocks,

the color of the sky at dusk



Subject

Atmosphere Sensory Details

Figurative Language Unique Details

Title: ________________________________________________

Author:____________________________________



Answer Key



Lesson 49: Reading Comprehension 1
(Narrative Text)
1. c) Exhilarated - The passage describes Noah's excitement
and awe upon finding the map.
2. b) Old and worn-out.
3. b) It was less likely to attract attention - The passage
states the boat was chosen for its inconspicuousness.
4. c) Adverse weather conditions - The passage describes
the vicious North Sea and the perils faced.
5. c) They were suspicious and unwelcoming - The passage
notes the residents' hostility towards Noah and the skipper.
6. b) Highlight the dangers and challenges of the quest - The
description emphasizes the difficulty and risks involved.
7. c) Beautiful - "Exquisite" is used to describe the valuable
and attractive nature of the treasure.
8. a) He was overwhelmed by the sheer quantity of gold and
jewels - The passage describes the treasure as beyond their
wildest dreams.
9. b) Transporting the treasure out of the cavern - The next
challenge mentioned is transporting the treasure.
10. d) It involves a quest with significant challenges and a
valuable reward - The passage follows the adventure
narrative structure with a clear quest and challenges.

Coarse / Course
1. She signed up for a short course in digital
marketing.
2. The towels were made from a very coarse material.

Affect / Effect
3. The effect of the new policy on employee morale
was noticeable immediately.
4. The new manager's leadership style will affect the
team's performance.

Capital / Capitol
5. The startup is seeking additional capital to fund its
expansion.
6. The protest took place outside the state capitol
building.

Accept / Except
7. He decided to accept the job offer after much
consideration.
8. All students, except John, must submit their essays
by Friday.

Complement / Compliment
9. He received a compliment on his new haircut.
10. The chef used fresh herbs to complement the
flavors in the dish.

Principle / Principal
11. The scientist refused to compromise his principle
during the debate.
12. The principal of the school is retiring at the end of
the year.

Stationary / Stationery
13. She wrote her thank-you notes on personalized
stationery.
14. The artwork should remain stationary to avoid
damage.

Lesson 47 Activity 2.

Desert / Dessert
1. Many animals have adapted to survive in the harsh
desert conditions.
2. Chocolate cake is her favorite dessert after dinner.

Elicit / Illicit
3. The speaker's question was meant to elicit a
reaction from the audience.
4. They were arrested for trading illicit substances.

Ensure / Insure
5. He decided to insure his car against theft.
6. Please double-check the figures to ensure accuracy
in the report.

Further / Farther
7. Is the parking lot much farther from here?
8. This study aims to further our understanding of
climate change.

Precede / Proceed
9. Please proceed to the next chapter after completing
the exercises.
10. The opening remarks will precede the award
ceremony.

Device / Devise
11. You can track your daily steps with this small
wearable device.
12. We need to devise a strategy to improve our sales
numbers.

Lesson 47 Activity 4.

Lesson 47 Activity 5.

1. a) devise
2. b) affect
3. b) precede
4. a) complemented
5. b) further
6. a) principle
7. a) except

8. a) ensure
9. b) coarse
10. b) elicit
11. b) illicit
12. b) dessert
13. a) stationary
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