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Thank you for downloading this sample lesson from Spelling,
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Greek and Latin Roots
Part 6



foundation upon which words are built. By adding prefixes and suffixes to these roots, we
can create new words with related meanings. Roots often come from ancient languages like
Greek and Latin, and they form the building blocks of many words in the English language
and other languages.

The Connection to the English Language
Greek and Latin were the languages of scholars, scientists, and theologians for many
centuries. As a result, many English words, especially in academic, scientific, and technical
fields, have their origins in Greek and Latin. Understanding these roots helps us decipher the
meanings of unfamiliar words and enhances our vocabulary.

Why is it Important to study Greek and Latin Root Words?
Learning Greek and Latin roots allows you to understand and use a broader range of words.
For example, knowing that “bio” means life (from Greek) helps you understand words like
“biology” (the study of life) and “biography” (a written account of someone's life). When you
encounter new or complex words, recognizing familiar roots can help you infer their
meanings, which is particularly useful in academic reading and standardized tests.
Additionally, understanding roots can aid in spelling and pronunciation; for instance,
knowing the root “scrib” or “script” (to write, from Latin) helps you spell and pronounce
words like “describe,” “manuscript,” and “inscription” correctly.

The study of word origins is
fascinating. It helps us
understand how ancient
languages, like Greek and
Latin, have shaped the words
we use every day.

What are Roots?
In the context of language, a “root” is
the most basic part of a word, carrying
the core meaning. Think of a root as the 

LESSON 40: Greek and Latin Roots

Connections to Other Languages
Many modern languages, such as Spanish, French, and Italian, also
have roots in Latin. Learning these roots can provide a foundation for
studying other languages, making it easier to learn and understand
them.



Audi Dict Junct Port

Hear Speak Join Carry

Audible
Auditorium
Audiobook

Dictate
Predict
Verdict

Junction
Conjunction
Adjunct

Portable
Import

Transport

Scrib, Script Struct Vis, Vid

Write Build See

Describe
Manuscript
Prescription

Construct
Instruct
Structure

Visible
Video
Visit

Activity 1: Study the images provided, which illustrate various Latin
roots along with example words underneath each image. Pay
close attention to the Latin root and how it forms the basis for the
meaning of each example word. This exercise will help you
understand the connection between Latin roots and their English
derivatives.



Activity 2: Read each sentence carefully. Identify the Latin root of the bold
word and choose the best definition based on the context.

1. The teacher's voice was barely audible
in the noisy classroom.

a) Visible
b) Able to be heard
c) Moveable
d) Understandable

2. The school held its annual concert in
the large auditorium.

a) A place for meetings
b) A classroom
c) A dining hall
d) A theater

3. The jury reached a verdict after several
hours of deliberation.

a) A decision
b) An argument
c) A discussion
d) A conclusion

4. The king issued an edict that all citizens
must pay taxes.

a) A request
b) A law
c) A suggestion
d) An instruction

5. The train tracks meet at the junction just
outside the city.

a) A station
b) A crossing
c) A destination
d) A terminal

6. The country exports large quantities of
coffee to Europe.

a) Consumes
b) Produces
c) Sells abroad
d) Imports

7. The bridge is strong enough to support
heavy vehicles.

a) Hold up
b) Create
c) Move
d) Design

8. She presented her portfolio to the art
school for admission.

a) A collection of works
b) A book
c) A letter
d) A case

9. The author submitted her manuscript to
the publisher.

a) A typed document
b) A handwritten document
c) An edited document
d) A printed document

10. The detective found evidence that
linked the suspect to the crime.

a) Proof
b) Clue
c) Doubt
d) Report
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Astronaut
Astronomy

Asteroid

Biology
Biography
Antibiotic

Chronological
Synchronize

Chronicle

Geography
Geometry
Geology

Graph Hydr Log

Write Water Word, Thought, Speech

Autograph
Graphics
Graphite

Hydration
Dehydrate

Hydroelectric

Logic
Apology
Dialogue

Micr

Small

Microscope
Microwave
Microchip

Activity 3: Study the images provided, which illustrate various
Greek roots along with example words underneath each image.
Pay close attention to the Greek root and how it forms the basis for
the meaning of each example word. This exercise will help you
understand the connection between Greek roots and their English
derivatives.



1. “The Anglo-Saxon _____________________” is a historical record of events in Anglo-Saxon

England, originally compiled on the orders of King Alfred the Great in the 9th century.

2. The discovery of penicillin by Alexander Fleming in 1928 marked the beginning of modern

_____________________, revolutionizing the treatment of bacterial infections.

3. “The Diary of a Young Girl” by Anne Frank is a powerful ________________________ that

chronicles her life and experiences during the Holocaust.

4. The Hoover Dam, completed in 1936, is one of the largest __________________________ power

plants in the United States, providing electricity to millions of people.

5. In 2013, an ______________________ named 2012 DA14 passed within 17,200 miles of Earth, closer

than many of our satellites.

6. In 1971, Intel introduced the first ________________________, the Intel 4004, which paved the

way for the development of modern computers.

7. The 2020 Tokyo Olympics featured ________________________ swimming events where athletes

performed perfectly timed routines in the water.

8. The Camp David Accords, signed in 1978, were a result of intense ________________________

between Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, facilitated

by U.S. President Jimmy Carter.

9. The study of _____________________ helped scientists understand the formation of the Grand

Canyon, which was carved by the Colorado River over millions of years.

10. The 1995 release of the movie “Toy Story” by Pixar was a milestone in the use of computer

_____________________, being the first fully computer-animated feature film.

11. During the 2014 FIFA World Cup, players were allowed official water breaks to ensure proper

_________________________ due to the high temperatures in Brazil.

Activity 4: The word bank below contains Greek-derived words. Choose the
most suitable word to complete each sentence by inferring its meaning from the
context.

Antibiotics
Apology
Asteroid

Astronaut
Autobiography
Chronicle

Dialogue
Geology
Graphics

Hydration
Hydroelectric
Microchip
Synchronized
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Script
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Graph

Log

Geo

12. In 1969, _______________________ Neil Armstrong became the first human to set foot on the

moon during NASA's Apollo 11 mission, famously stating, “That's one small step for man, one giant

leap for mankind.”

13. In 2009, British Prime Minister Gordon Brown issued a formal ________________________ to

Alan Turing, the pioneering computer scientist, for the government's treatment of him after World

War II.

Activity 5: How many words can you find or remember from this lesson that have
the Greek or Latin root in each circle?



con
Latin: with,

together

struct
Latin: to make

up, build

Construct: To build or form (something) by putting
together parts or materials.

con
Latin: with,

together

scrib/script
Latin: write

Conscript: To enroll by force, typically into military
service.

con
Latin: with,

together

ven
Latin: come 

Convene: To come together for a meeting or
activity.

contra
Latin: against

dict
Latin: speak

Contradict: To assert the opposite of a statement
made by someone.

Did you know that words combining two or more Greek and Latin root words are
called compound roots? These compound roots often mix prefixes, bases, and suffixes
from Latin or Greek to create new words with specific meanings. We’ve already
encountered a few in previous lessons, like “manuscript” (manu-hand /script-write),
“export” (ex-out/port-carry), and “antibiotic” (anti-against/bio-life).

Now, it's time to dive deeper into the world of
compound roots! We’ll explore some of the most
important roots that combine with other root words to
create completely new meanings. By learning these
roots, you’ll be able to decode the meanings of
complex words just by recognizing their Greek or
Latin origins.

Some of the most important roots that combine with
various words are: “con” (together), “contra”
(against), “pre” (before), “pro” (forward), “in” (into,
not), “de” (away from) and “re” (again). In this lesson
we'll be exploring each of these and how they combine
with other Greek and Latin root words.

LESSON 41: Compound Roots

Root Words Modern Definition



contra
Latin: against

ven
Latin: come 

Contravene: To come against (a rule, law, or
agreement), implying violation or conflict with
something established.

pre
Latin: before

dict
Latin: speak

Predict: To say what will happen in the future
(before it happens).

pre
Latin: before, for,

forward

ven
Latin: come 

Prevent: To stop something from happening
(before it happens).

pro
Latin: before, for,

forward

duc/duct
Latin: lead, bring

Produce: To create or bring forth.
(also “product”)

pro
Latin: before, for,

forward

vid/vis
Latin: see

Provide: To supply or make available (to look
ahead in order to make preparations).
(also “provision”)

in*
Latin: in, on

duc/duct
Latin: lead, bring

Induce: To cause or bring about.
(also “induction”)

in
Latin: in, on

scrib/script
Latin: write

Inscribe: To write or carve on a surface.
(also “inscription”)

in
Latin: in, on

spec/spect
Latin: look closely

Inspect: To look at closely to assess condition.

de
Latin: down, away,

remove, reverse,
about

duc/duct
Latin: lead, bring

Deduce: To reach a conclusion by reasoning.
(also “deduction”)

Root Words Modern Definition

* Note that “in-” also signifies negation, as already discussed in Part 5 Prefixes and Suffixes.



de
Latin: down, away,

remove, reverse,
about

struct
Latin: to make up,

build
Destruct: To destroy or demolish.

re
Latin: again, back

duc/duct
Latin: lead, bring

Reduce: To make smaller or less in amount.
(also “reduction”)

re
Latin: again, back

vid/vis
Latin: see

Revisit: To visit or examine again.

The Construction of the Colosseum

In ancient Rome, Emperor Vespasian initiated the
construction of a grand arena. It would symbolize the
empire's might and serve as a venue for public
entertainment. This grand project would eventually
become known as the Colosseum.

To produce the labor force required for such a massive
undertaking, Vespasian's government conscripted thousands of slaves, many of
whom are believed to have been prisoners of war. These conscripts were forced to
convene at the construction site, where they toiled day and night to bring the
emperor's vision to life.

Some senators opposed Vespasian’s decisions, arguing that the funds for the
Colosseum could be better used elsewhere. Despite their objections, the emperor
pressed on, determined to defy the opposition and proceed with his grand design.

Predicting the immense popularity of the Colosseum, Vespasian's architects worked
painstakingly to prevent any structural failures. They inspected every aspect of the
construction, ensuring that the massive stone blocks were securely placed.

Root Words Modern Definition

Activity 1: Read the following historical account about the construction of the
Colosseum in ancient Rome, and answer the questions that follow. 



Architects and engineers combined their respective
expertise to determine the best methods for creating an
arena that could withstand the test of time.

Throughout the construction process, various inscriptions
were made on the stones, marking significant
contributions and commemorating events. These
inscriptions would later be revisited by historians and
archaeologists to glean insights into the Colosseum's
history.

Despite numerous obstacles, the Colosseum gradually took form. The project faced
significant setbacks, as materials had to be transported from far-off locations, greatly
increasing costs. Additionally, many workers faced the risk of permanent injury or
even death.

Emperor Vespasian’s successor, Titus, was present at the Colosseum’s grand opening,
where he witnessed the spectacular games and events that took place within its
walls. These games were designed to induce awe and wonder in the spectators,
showcasing Rome’s power and ingenuity. The Colosseum, now complete, stood as
the epitome of Roman engineering and the empire's ability to provide for its citizens’
entertainment.

1. What is the primary goal of the construction mentioned in the passage?

a) To destroy ancient ruins

b) To provide a space for military training

c) To build a monumental arena for public entertainment

d) To create a new residential area

2. Who were the conscripts in the context of the Colosseum's construction?

a) Enslaved people and prisoners of war forced to work 

b) Skilled architects from Greece

c) Wealthy citizens funding the project

d) Volunteer soldiers from the Roman army



3. What does “convene” imply about the workers at the construction site?

a) They were arguing constantly

b) They were leaving the site

c) They were scattering in different directions

d) They were assembling together to work 

4. What is the significance of the inscriptions made on the stones?

a) They were used to mark the weight of the stones

b) They served as blueprints for construction

c) They recorded important milestones and donations made 

d) They warned trespassers

5. How did architects and engineers ensure the Colosseum's durability?

a) By conducting religious ceremonies

b) By reducing the size of the arena

c) By halting construction during bad weather

d) By using their combined expertise to find the best construction methods 

6. What is the meaning of “predicting” in this context?

a) Constructing a model

b) Foreseeing future success 

c) Preventing structural failures

d) Inspecting the construction site

7. Which of the following best describes a challenge faced in the construction of the Colosseum?

a) Insufficient funding for the project

b) Delays due to political disagreements

c) Expensive transportation of material

d) Reduced workforce due to injury



8. What does "induce" mean regarding the games in the Colosseum?

a) To evoke a sense of amazement in the spectators 

b) To destroy the arena

c) To prevent further construction

d) To defy the emperor’s orders

9. Emperor Vespasian didn't survive to witness the grand opening. Why was this the case?

a) Because the Colosseum was completed much later.

b) Because the construction was halted for many years.

c) Because Emperor Vespasian lost interest in the project.

d) Because Titus was present as Vespasian's successor.

10. “The Colosseum, now complete, stood as the epitome of Roman engineering and the empire's

ability to provide for its citizens’ entertainment.” What does this statement primarily highlight?

a) The architectural beauty of the Colosseum

b) The social and cultural importance of entertainment in Roman society

c) The technical and structural ingenuity of Roman engineers 

d) The economic investment in public infrastructure by the Roman Empire



Answer Key



Lesson 38 Activity 1.

1.hopeless
2.careless
3.endless
4.homeless
5.fearless
6.priceless
7.thoughtless
8.tireless

9. reckless
10. speechless
11. worthless
12. fruitless
13. aimless
14. motionless
15. sleepless

Lesson 39 Activity 1.

enjoyable
likeable
appealable
distillable
repealable
draftable
audible

possible
visible
credible
accessible
reversible
collapsible
sensible
flexible

inevitable
viable
navigable
portable
applicable
capable
tolerable
durable

Lesson 39 Activity 2.

1. comprehensible
2. suspendible
3. defensible
4. apprehensible
5. impoundable

6. comprehensible
7. impoundable
8. suspendible
9. apprehensible
10. defensible

Lesson 40 Activity 2.

1.b) Able to be heard
2.d) Theater
3.a) A decision
4.b) A law
5.b) A crossing

6.c) Sells abroad
7.a) Hold up
8.a) A collection of works
9.b) A handwritten document
10.a) Proof

Lesson 40 Activity 4.

1.chronicle
2.antibiotics
3.autobiography
4.hydroelectric
5.asteroid
6.microchip
7.synchronized
8.dialogue

9. geology
10. graphics
11. hydration
12. astronaut
13. apology

Lesson 41 Activity 1.

1.  c)
2.  a)
3.  d)
4.  c)
5.  d)

6.   b)
7.   c)
8.   a)
9.   d)
10. c)

Lesson 42 Activity 1.
Defiant       - Rebellious
Quagmire  - Chaos
Deride        - Mock
Infuriate     - Enrage
Abide         - Comply
Inviolable   - Sacred

Lesson 42 Activity 2.
PAIR 1
A. Defiant      B. Rebellious
A. Follow       B. Adhere

PAIR 2
A. Deride        B. Mock
A. Infuriate      B. Enrage

Obscure      - Hidden or Cryptic
Obsolete     - Antiquated or Outdated
Occurrence - Event or Incident
Ominous     - Foreboding or Threatening
Oscillate      - Swing or Fluctuate
Overdue      - Late or Delayed

Lesson 42 Activity 3.

Lesson 42 Activity 4.
1.Obsolete
2.Obscure
3. Ominous
4. Overdue
5. Quagmire
6. Infuriated
7. Deride
8. Rebellious, Defiant
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	Part 6
	LESSON 40: Greek and Latin Roots
	Activity 1: Study the images provided, which illustrate various Latin roots along with example words underneath each image. Pay close attention to the Latin root and how it forms the basis for the meaning of each example word. This exercise will help you understand the connection between Latin roots and their English derivatives.
	Audi
	Hear
	Dict
	Speak
	Junct
	Join
	Port
	Carry
	Scrib, Script
	Write
	Struct
	Build
	Vis, Vid
	See
	Activity 2: Read each sentence carefully. Identify the Latin root of the bold word and choose the best definition based on the context.
	Activity 3: Study the images provided, which illustrate various Greek roots along with example words underneath each image. Pay close attention to the Greek root and how it forms the basis for the meaning of each example word. This exercise will help you understand the connection between Greek roots and their English derivatives.
	Astr
	Star
	Bio
	Life
	Chron
	Time
	Geo
	Earth
	Graph
	Write
	Hydr
	Log
	Micr
	Water
	Activity 4: The word bank below contains Greek-derived words. Choose the most suitable word to complete each sentence by inferring its meaning from the context.
	Antibiotics Apology Asteroid
	Astronaut Autobiography Chronicle
	Dialogue Geology Graphics
	Hydration Hydroelectric Microchip Synchronized
	Activity 5: How many words can you find or remember from this lesson that have the Greek or Latin root in each circle?
	Audi

	Bio
	Dict

	Chron
	Port

	Graph
	Script
	Log
	Vis
	Geo
	LESSON 41: Compound Roots
	Root Words
	Modern Definition

	Root Words
	Modern Definition
	Contravene: To come against (a rule, law, or agreement), implying violation or conflict with something established.
	Predict: To say what will happen in the future (before it happens).
	pre Latin: before, for, forward
	Prevent: To stop something from happening (before it happens).
	Produce: To create or bring forth. (also “product”)
	Provide: To supply or make available (to look ahead in order to make preparations). (also “provision”)
	Induce: To cause or bring about. (also “induction”)
	scrib/script Latin: write
	Inscribe: To write or carve on a surface. (also “inscription”)
	Inspect: To look at closely to assess condition.
	Deduce: To reach a conclusion by reasoning. (also “deduction”)

	Root Words
	Modern Definition
	Activity 1: Read the following historical account about the construction of the Colosseum in ancient Rome, and answer the questions that follow.
	The Construction of the Colosseum
	In ancient Rome, Emperor Vespasian initiated the construction of a grand arena. It would symbolize the empire's might and serve as a venue for public entertainment. This grand project would eventually become known as the Colosseum.
	To produce the labor force required for such a massive
	undertaking, Vespasian's government conscripted thousands of slaves, many of whom are believed to have been prisoners of war. These conscripts were forced to convene at the construction site, where they toiled day and night to bring the emperor's vision to life.
	Some senators opposed Vespasian’s decisions, arguing that the funds for the Colosseum could be better used elsewhere. Despite their objections, the emperor pressed on, determined to defy the opposition and proceed with his grand design.
	Predicting the immense popularity of the Colosseum, Vespasian's architects worked painstakingly to prevent any structural failures. They inspected every aspect of the construction, ensuring that the massive stone blocks were securely placed.

	Architects and engineers combined their respective expertise to determine the best methods for creating an arena that could withstand the test of time.
	Throughout the construction process, various inscriptions were made on the stones, marking significant contributions and commemorating events. These inscriptions would later be revisited by historians and archaeologists to glean insights into the Colosseum's history.
	Despite numerous obstacles, the Colosseum gradually took form. The project faced significant setbacks, as materials had to be transported from far-off locations, greatly increasing costs. Additionally, many workers faced the risk of permanent injury or even death.
	Emperor Vespasian’s successor, Titus, was present at the Colosseum’s grand opening, where he witnessed the spectacular games and events that took place within its walls. These games were designed to induce awe and wonder in the spectators, showcasing Rome’s power and ingenuity. The Colosseum, now complete, stood as the epitome of Roman engineering and the empire's ability to provide for its citizens’ entertainment.
	1. What is the primary goal of the construction mentioned in the passage? a) To destroy ancient ruins b) To provide a space for military training c) To build a monumental arena for public entertainment d) To create a new residential area
	2. Who were the conscripts in the context of the Colosseum's construction? a) Enslaved people and prisoners of war forced to work  b) Skilled architects from Greece c) Wealthy citizens funding the project d) Volunteer soldiers from the Roman army
	3. What does “convene” imply about the workers at the construction site? a) They were arguing constantly b) They were leaving the site c) They were scattering in different directions d) They were assembling together to work
	4. What is the significance of the inscriptions made on the stones? a) They were used to mark the weight of the stones b) They served as blueprints for construction c) They recorded important milestones and donations made  d) They warned trespassers
	5. How did architects and engineers ensure the Colosseum's durability? a) By conducting religious ceremonies b) By reducing the size of the arena c) By halting construction during bad weather d) By using their combined expertise to find the best construction methods
	6. What is the meaning of “predicting” in this context? a) Constructing a model b) Foreseeing future success  c) Preventing structural failures d) Inspecting the construction site
	7. Which of the following best describes a challenge faced in the construction of the Colosseum? a) Insufficient funding for the project b) Delays due to political disagreements c) Expensive transportation of material d) Reduced workforce due to injury
	8. What does "induce" mean regarding the games in the Colosseum? a) To evoke a sense of amazement in the spectators  b) To destroy the arena c) To prevent further construction d) To defy the emperor’s orders
	9. Emperor Vespasian didn't survive to witness the grand opening. Why was this the case? a) Because the Colosseum was completed much later. b) Because the construction was halted for many years. c) Because Emperor Vespasian lost interest in the project. d) Because Titus was present as Vespasian's successor.
	10. “The Colosseum, now complete, stood as the epitome of Roman engineering and the empire's ability to provide for its citizens’ entertainment.” What does this statement primarily highlight? a) The architectural beauty of the Colosseum b) The social and cultural importance of entertainment in Roman society c) The technical and structural ingenuity of Roman engineers  d) The economic investment in public infrastructure by the Roman Empire
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